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can bear weight.”

Late last year, Dr. Kerr and Dr. Gear-
hart presented related data on mice that
had been treated with mouse stem cells.

The primitive human stem cells used
in this experiment were isolated by Dr.
Gearhart from five-week-old to nine-week-
old human fetuses that had been elec-
tively aborted. Other scientists have found
stem cells in one-week-old human em-
bryos. The cells have similar proper-
ties—scientists say they can form any
other type of tissue.

Dr. Kerr says the Hopkins team is ea-
ger to test the process in humans, since
ALS is currently incurable and typically
causes death within two to six years. “We
all see patients, and we are seeing them
die,” said Dr. Kerr. “We are being cau-
tiously aggressive. We want to advance to
the clinic as fast as possible.” He predicted
the first human tests of the stem-cell treat-
ment might occur within three years.

Although the research was privately fi-
nanced, Dr. Kerr says that if the Bush
administration decides to forbid federal
funding of embryonic stem-cell research it
would be a “potentially fatal blow” to the
ALS project, which might be forced to

move off campus. He and other research
advocates hope the video clip of the
treated mice could influence the decision.

Michael Manganiello, a vice president
of government affairs for the Christo-
pher Reeve Paralysis Foundation, said
he showed the video clip to Secretary
Thompson earlier this month. Mr. Manga-
niello was accompanied by Dr. Kerr and
Cody Unser, who has been paralyzed
since 1999, when she contracted a rare
condition called transverse myelitis. Ms.
Unser, of Albuguerque, N.M., is the
14-year-old daughter of race car cham-
pion Al Unser Jr.

The same day, the group showed the
video to Sen. Domenici, who hasn’t taken
a position on whether the federal govern-
ment should fund embryonic stem-cell re-
search.

The real battleground on the issue re-
mains the White House, where President
Bush hasn’t yet announced a decision. “I
wish the president would see this tape.
When you see a rat going from dragging
his hind legs to walking, it's not that big a
leap to look at Cody, or Christopher Reeve,
and think how this might help them,” says
Mr. Manganiello.



