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diagnosed

P2ALS & Project A.L.S. 
were featured in Major 
Research Journals 
including…  

Post-doctoral fellows are 
among the most important 
members of any serious 
research lab. Sebastian Thams 

and Mathieu Desclaux are two such 

standouts. Dr. Thams has developed 

a two-color system for comparing the 

properties of healthy motor neurons to 

ALS motor neurons. The new system will 

help us to screen more effectively for new 

ALS drugs Says Thams, “The goal is to 

identify stressors and survival factors of 

relevance for future treatments and drug 

development.” Mathieu Desclaux focuses 

on spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), a life-

threatening childhood disease that is 

similar to ALS. Dr. Desclaux has created 

new models of SMA from patient-derived 

stem cells. Drs. Thams and Desclaux are 

supported in part by the Dr. Leigh G. 

Cascarilla Post-Doctoral Fellowships in 

Stem Cell Research at Project A.L.S.
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❶ 
Make a donation to Project A.L.S. 

research using the enclosed envelope

❷ 
Return coffee maker, necktie and 

earmuffs, and make donations in my 
friends’ names at www.projectals.org 

❸  
Tell my family what I really want for the 
holidays is for them to make a donation 

to Project A.L.S. in my honor

❹  
Learn more about the epidemic of ALS, 

Parkinson’s, and Alzheimer’s

❺  
Think of creative ways to raise funds for 

Project A.L.S.

NOTES
Dear Friend,
It is a fact:  10 years from now, one in 25 of us will be diagnosed 

with ALS, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s. Neurodegenerative 

disease is epidemic. You can help us change that.

Please support Project A.L.S. scientific research. Together we 

can build momentum and hope this holiday season.

Help Project A.L.S. scientists put promising research over the 

top. Use the enclosed envelope, go to www.projectals.org or 

call 212-420-7382 and give as you can.

We remain grateful for your partnership

HAPPY HOLIDAYS.
Warm wishes,

Project A.L.S.
Researcher Sebastian Thames Researcher Mathieu Desclaux

RESEARCH PROGRESS

from the Jenifer Estess Lab 
for Stem Cell Research

LOOKS LIKE MOTOR NEURONS 
Front Cover photo courtesy of Project 

A.L.S. researcher Dr. Tom Jessell,  whose 
publication on motor neuron connectivity is 

featured in the current issue of Cell. Dr Jessell 
discovered this motor neuron-like image 
within a mosaic in a Rome metro station.

*The 1 in 25 stat is based on 4% of US population stats per the National Institue of Aging. S u pp  o r t  c r u c i al   P r o j e c t  A . L . S .  r e s e a r c h  n o w
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Science

nature  
biotechnology

Neuron 
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2011 will go down as the year Project A.L.S. Permanently changed the landscape of research and drug discovery for Lou Gehrig’s disease.   ——Kevin Eggan Ph.D., Harvard University

ometimes it’s hard to appreciate 
progress in ALS research. After all, 

there is still no medicine available to slow or stop 

the disease. However, three research milestones 

this year have shortened the distance between 

research and effective treatments. In the Project 

A.L.S./Jenifer Estess Lab for Stem Cell Research, scientists began 

testing FDA approved drugs and small collections of chemicals against 

the world’s first models of human ALS. The models were developed 

using small skin biopsies from ALS patients. Scientists transformed the 

patient skin cells into stem cells, and then in to motor neurons, the very 

cells targeted for destruction in ALS. In related news, researchers used 

patient skin biopsies to generate motor neuron subtypes. As a result, 

scientists have begun to understand why some motor neurons are 

vulnerable in ALS, while others—like ocular motor neurons that control 

eye movements—remain unaffected. Finally, the P2ALS initiative, an 

accelerated, three-year mission to develop ALS therapies, homed in on 

four promising therapeutic targets, which it will test aggressively with 

scientists and clinicians from Project A.L.S., The Packard Center for ALS 

Research at Johns Hopkins, and experts from industry.

Strike three and you’re…on! On October 27, the Project A.L.S. 
family hit the Lucky Strike Lanes for the 14th Annual ‘Tomorrow 
is Tonight’ event in Manhattan. Columbia University and The 
Frye Company sponsored the affair, which featured bowling 
until midnight, music, dinner, and a celebrity studded poker 
tournament. Thanks to 
the 650 guests who made 
the night—and research 
advances—possible.

March	
WOMEN AND THE BRAIN our annual symposium on topics 
of universal interest and importance

June
PROJECT A.L.S. GOLF CLASSIC at Shinnecock Hills Golf Club 
…AND MANY MORE!

Start training now for the 2012 New York City 
Marathon and join TEAM PROJECT A.L.S.

Eric McLaren is the 42-year-old principal of the Illinois Math and Science Academy (IMSA), 
which educates gifted students chosen from the Land of Lincoln. Eric is a husband and father 
of three young sons. He has ALS. Thanks to an introduction by Ben Stiller, Eric and Project 
A.L.S. have shared in a mutually beneficial exchange. Project A.L.S. and Harvard’s Kevin Eggan 
visited IMSA to talk to students about ALS research; IMSA sent one of its talented juniors to 
work as a summer intern in the Project A.L.S./
Jenifer Estess Lab for Stem Cell Research. 
On June 24, hundreds of McLaren Family 
supporters packed the ballroom at Hotel 
Arista, in Naperville, Illinois, to participate 
in dinner and an auction, and pay tribute to 
their leader. The effort raised over $60,000 
for Project A.L.S. research and kicked off the 
McLaren Family Research Fund at Project 
A.L.S. For more information please contact 
Project A.L.S. at 212-420-7382.

NEW YORK BOWLING 
EVENT RAISES 
nearly $1,000,000

SPOTLIGHT

The McLaren Family Leads Research Efforts

EVENTS
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McLAREN FAMILY

Measurable Progress…
Infinite Promise

2011 Research 
Milestones 

Move Us Closer 
to Cures

P2ALS Leadership: Dr. Christopher Henderson, Dr. Thomas. M Jessell, 
Daniel L. Doctoroff, Dr. Robert H. Brown, Dr. Jeffrey Rothstein,  
Dr. Zach Hall
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The Project A.L.S. 
team can now 
routinely derive 
unlimited motor 
neurons and 
astrocytes—
two cell types 
involved in ALS—
from patient skin. 

Astrocyte from ALS Patient; Photo: Laurent Roybon— 
Jenifer Estess Laboratory for Stem Cell Research 

	 1. 	Illinois Math & Science Academy, ALS Awareness Night—Aurora, IL $60,000
	 2. 	“We Will Win” Motorcycle Rally—Harrisburg, PA $100,000
	 3. 	Coast-to-Coast for the Cure, TJ Sullivan and Jim Forrey Cross-Country 

Bike Trek, Finish Line—Yorktown, VA $20,435
	 4. 	Avery Niedrowski, Day of Silence—Reading, PA  $4,200
	 5. 	New York Mets, A Night to Believe—Queens, NY $200,000
	 6. 	In Honor of Mark Valiani, Chefwear Fundraiser—Addison, IL  $761
	 7. 	Shinnecock Golf Classic—Southampton, NY $180,000
	 8.	 Women and the Brain, Forum and Discussion—New York, NY $45,000
	 9. 	IMSA Pennies for a Cure—Aurora, IL $1,690
	10.	 Rye High School Paintball Party—Rye, NY $1,050
	 11. 	Crozier Channel Swim Challenge—Catalina, CA $550

	12. 	Susan Ledbetter, Dove and Golf Classic—San Marcos, TX $11,802
	13. 	Carlyn Frankfort, Fashion Party and Sale—Boca Raton, FL $525
	14. 	Casey Vinder, Bat Mitzvah Pledge—Scarsdale, NY $7,000
	15. 	Riley DeMatteo, Main Street Tag Sale—Irvington, NY $36
	16. 	Josette Barchilon, Music Night & Concert—New York, NY $460
	17. 	Northport High School, A Midwinter Night’s Dream Gala—Northport, NY $125,000
	18. 	Rob Morrow, Digital Short Story—Los Angeles, CA
	19. 	Flywheel Summer Spinathon—Easthampton, NY $38,000
	20. 	Laci Drissi, Art Show—Los Angeles, CA $1,000
	21. 	St. David’s School Basketball Shootout—New York, NY $200
	22. 	Peter Gusmano, Guitar for a Cure—Rockville Center, NY $3,000
	23. 	Cindy Finkelstein, MacKenzie-Childs Tabletop Design Contest—NY, NY $500
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AMERICA WORKS FOR PROJECT A.L.S. RESEARCH

PUT YOURSELF ON THE MAP IN 2012
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MONTHLY DONORS  Casey Caldwell—Frederick, OK • Mara Armstrong—Chicago, IL • Patricia Casby—New York, NY • Annalee Gould—San Jose, CA • Lawrence 
Azarilo—Glen Rock, NJ • John & Sheryl Porter—Santa Clarita, CA • Marina Coteco—Mt. Vernon, NY • Kimberly Nichols—Naples, FL • Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Wells—Maple 
Shade, NJ • Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Samuelson—Park City, UT
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