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within a mosaic in a Rome metro station.
POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWS ARE
AMONG THE MOST IMPORTANT
MEMBERS OF ANY SERIOUS
RESEARCH LAB. Sebastian Thams
and Mathieu Desclaux are two such
standouts. Dr. Thams has developed
a two-color system for comparing the
properties of healthy motor neurons to
ALS motor neurons. The new system will
help us to screen more effectively for new
ALS drugs Says Thams, “The goal is to
identify stressors and survival factors of
relevance for future treatments and drug
development.” Mathieu Desclaux focuses
on spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), a life-
threatening childhood disease that is
similar to ALS. Dr. Desclaux has created
new models of SMA from patient-derived
stem cells. Drs. Thams and Desclaux are
supported in part by the Dr. Leigh G.
Cascarilla Post-Doctoral Fellowships in
Stem Cell Research at Project ALL.S.
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DEAR FRIEND,

It is a fact: 10 years from now, one in 25 of us will be diagnosed

HOLIDAYL (ST

Make a donation to Project A.L.S.
: research using the enclosed envelope
can build momentum and hope this holiday season. : @

with ALS, Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s. Neurodegenerative

disease is epidemic. You can help us change that.

Please support Project A.L.S. scientific research. Together we

Return coffee maker, necktie and

Help Project A.L.S. scientists put promising research over the earmuffs, and make donations in my

top. Use the enclosed envelope, go to www.projectals.org or friends’ names at www.projectals.org

call 212-420-7382 and give as you can. : 6
: Tell my family what | really want for the

holidays is for them to make a donation
to Project A.L.S. in my honor

(4)

Learn more about the epidemic of ALS,
Parkinson’s, and Alzheimer’s

(5)

Think of creative ways to raise funds for
Project A.L.S.

We remain grateful for your partnership

HAPPY HOLIDAYS.

Warm wishes,
Project A.L.S.

*The 1in 25 stat is based on 4% of US population stats per the National Institue of Aging.
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‘2““ will go down as the year Project ALS. Permanently chanped the landscape of research and drug discovery for Lou Gehrig's ﬂiSBaSB.» KEVIN EGGAN PH.D, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
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Strike three and you're...on! On October 27, the Project A.L.S.

family hit the Lucky Strike Lanes for the 14th Annual ‘Tomorrow Darci DeMatteo
is Tonight’ event in Manhattan. Columbia University and The Meredith Estess
2011 Resea rCh Frye Company sponsored the affair, which featured bowling Valerie Estess
M i Iestones until midnight, music, dinner, and a celebrity studded poker Stephanie George
tournament. Thanks to Brad Grey
— g 1 Simon Halls
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PROGRESS IN ALS RESEARCH. After all,
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testing FDA approved drugs and small collections of chemicals against
the world’s first models of human ALS. The models were developed
using small skin biopsies from ALS patients. Scientists transformed the
patient skin cells into stem cells, and then in to motor neurons, the very
cells targeted for destruction in ALS. In related news, researchers used
patient skin biopsies to generate motor neuron subtypes. As a result,
scientists have begun to understand why some motor neurons are
vulnerable in ALS, while others—like ocular motor neurons that control

1 ]
eye movements—remain unaffected. Finally, the P2ALS initiative, an -.AND MANY MORE! ] jg:f:I:IEEZtsess
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accelerated, three-year mission to develop ALS therapies, homed in on :

Start training now for the 2012 NEW YORK CITY § yelreditg Estess
. ¢ Valerie Estess
MARATHON and join TEAM PROJECT A.L.S. . Julianne Hoffenberg
| RESEARCH ADVISORY BOARD
SPOTLIGHT Robert H. Brown, Jr., .D.Phil., M.D.
: Professor and Chairman of Neurology,

The Mcl_aren I:am”y Leads Research Eﬂ:orts University of Massachusetts Medical School

Gerald D. Fischbach. M.D.

four promising therapeutic targets, which it will test aggressively with

ASTROCYTE FROM ALS PATIENT; PHOTO: LAURENT ROYBON—

JENIFER ESTESS LABORATORY FOR STEM CELL RESEARCH scientists and clinicians from Project A.L.S., The Packard Center for ALS

Research at Johns Hopkins, and experts from industry.

THE PROJECT ALS.
TEAM CAN NOW

ROU—H N El_Y D ERl\/E ERIC MCLAREN is the 42-year-old principal of the lllinois Math and Science Academy (IMSA), :  John E. Borne, Professor, Dean Emeritus,
U N |_| M |—|—ED MOTO R which educates gifted students chosen from the Land of Lincoln. Eric is a husband and father :  Faculties of Health Sciences and Medicine,
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1. ILLINOIS MATH & SCIENCE ACADEMY, ALS AWARENESS NIGHT—AURORA, IL $60,000  12. SUSAN LEDBETTER, DOVE AND GOLF CLASSIC—SAN MARCOS, TX $11,802 of three young SOhS- He has ALS. Th.ar.1ks to an Introdu.ctlon by Ben Stiller, Er,|c anq Project . o y [ :
N EU RO N S AN D 2. “WE WILL WIN” MOTORCYCLE RALLY—HARRISBURG, PA $100,000 13. CARLYN FRANKFORT, FASHION PARTY AND SALE—BOCA RATON, FL $525 A.LS. have shared in a mutually beneficial exchange. Project A.L.S. and Harvard’s Kevin Eggan :  Department of Pharmacology
3. COAST-TO-COAST FOR THE CURE, TJ SULLIVAN AND JIM FORREY CROSS-COUNTRY 14. CASEY VINDER, BAT MITZVAH PLEDGE—SCARSDALE, NY $7,000 visited IMSA to talk to students about ALS research; IMSA sent one of its talented juniorsto : Thomas M. Jessell., Ph.D.
BIKE TREK, FINISH LINE—YORKTOWN, VA $20,435 . . . . ] . .
AST RO CYT ES 15. RILEY DEMATTEO, MAIN STREET TAG SALE—IRVINGTON, NY $36 work as a summer intern in the Project A.L.S./ i | . _ _ o Investigator, The Howard Hughes Medical
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T\/\/O CELL TYPES 5. NEW YORK METS, A NIGHT TO BELIEVE—QUEENS, NY $200,000 17. NORTHPORT HIGH SCHOOL, A MIDWINTER NIGHT’S DREAM GALA—NORTHPORT, NY $125,000 ! - R R P NN \olocular Bioohvsics. Columbia Universit
6. IN HONOR OF MARK VALIANI, CHEFWEAR FUNDRAISER—ADDISON, IL $761 18. ROB MORROW, DIGITAL SHORT STORY—LOS ANGELES, CA On June 24, hundreds of MclLaren Family ; pnysics, y
| N \/O L\/E D | N LS 7. SHINNECOCK GOLF CLASSIC—SOUTHAMPTON, NY $180,000 19. FLYWHEEL SUMMER SPINATHON—EASTHAMPTON, NY $38,000 supporters packed the ballroom at Hotel Jeffrey D. Rothstein, M.D., Ph.D.
A —_— 8. WOMEN AND THE BRAIN, FORUM AND DISCUSSION—NEW YORK, NY $45,000 _ . . ) e . 3
20. LACI DRISSI, ART SHOW—LOS ANGELES, CA $1,000 Arista, in Naperville, lllinois, to participate Professor of Neurology and Neurosqence
9. IMSA PENNIES FOR A CURE—AURORA, IL $1,690 21. ST. DAVID’S SCHOOL BASKETBALL SHOOTOUT—NEW YORK, NY $200 in di d i g tribute t Department of Neurology, Neuroscience and
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T1. CROZIER CHANNEL SWIM CHALLENGE—CATALINA, CA $550 23. CINDY FINKELSTEIN, MACKENZIE-CHILDS TABLETOP DESIGN CONTEST—NY, NY $500 their leader. The effort raised over $60,000 '

Johns Hopkins University

Lewis P. Rowland, M.D.

Professor of Neurology, Columbia University,
College of Physicians and Surgeons

PIALS LEADERSHIP: DR. CHRISTOPHER HENDERSON, DR. THOMAS. M JESSELL, for Project A.L.S. research and kicked off the

DANIEL L. DOCTOROFF, DR. ROBERT H. BROWN DR. JEFFREY ROTHSTEIN, McLaren Family Research Fund at Project
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