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They bowled, they ate, they partied into the 
night…and the 700 guests at the 13th annual 
Tomorrow is Tonight event on October 21, at 
Lucky Strike Lanes in New York, raised $1 
million for ALS research. Participating artists 
included Ben Stiller and Christine Taylor, Jon 
Hamm, Katie Couric, Vincent Piazza, Josh 
Charles, Richard Kind and Caroline Rhea. 
Games of chance, great wine, food and DJ, 
made this Project A.L.S. family reunion one for 
the scrapbooks. Frye and Macy’s sponsored 
this night to remember. Please join us for 
Tomorrow is Tonight next year.

Bowling with the Stars Raises 
$1 Million 
for Research

You made the effort—we reap the rewards. 
Thanks to all who made contributions to Project 
A.L.S. this year. Check out the endless creativity 
of Our Supporters at www.projectals.org

The New York Mets are the undisputable, 
major league champions of ALS research. The 
8TH Annual A Night to Believe event at Citifield 
in June raised $225,000…Let’s hear it for the 
biggest boot in the butt that ALS has ever gotten. 
The Frye Company not only sponsored A Night 
to Believe, but provided incredibly generous 
support for so many Project A.L.S. initiatives 
throughout the year. Frye = the best boots, 
period...Meanwhile, in Del Ray, Florida, Christina 
LaFerrera organized the inaugural Y No Cure 
wine tasting and dinner to honor her mother 
Yvonne, and raised $25,000. After that, Christina 
raised herself—all the way to the top of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro—for even more donations…Music 
Man Paul Gusmano rocked on with Guitar for a 
Cure (www.guitarforacure.com), his initiative to 
support Project A.L.S. research…Saul Goldberg 
and Augustin Quancard got on their bikes and 
rode, and rode, and rode—from Seattle to New 
York—for the two-month Move  
for ALS, which raised $77,000 in honor of our 

friend Tony Judt. The inaugural Shinnecock Golf 
for Project A.L.S. was a huge success which 
tee’d up $196,000 . Who hasn’t heard of Tracy 
Anderson, fitness expert to the well-known? 
Well, Tracy heard about Project A.L.S., and led a 
three-hour boot camp, the highlight of Hopes for 
ALS, a spinning, tennis, barbecue extravaganza 
that was the Hamptons happening of the 
summer…Finally—file it under Amazing Kids—
Northport High School in Long Island, NY, held 
its annual A Midwinter Night’s Dream, raising 
$125,000 for Project A.L.S. research. These high 
schoolers are outstanding citizens and effective 
advocates. They teach us so much.

Fundraising Round-Up 2010

christine taylor & ben stiller Jon hamm

MEREDITH ESTESS, debbie wilpon, diane max, 
darryl strawberry, larry tarica

These latest award-winning images are of 
the first human astrocytes derived from  
a skin sample from an ALS patient.

Project A.L.S. and P2 ALS scientists are taking a closer look at the role 
of astrocytes in ALS. Although astrocytes play a helpful and crucial 
role in brain health, they may turn nasty in the disease. Imaging 
patient derived astrocytes and motor neurons allows scientists at 
the Jenifer Estess Lab and partner labs to examine the all-important 
relationships between different kinds of brain cells in ALS. 

What is the world famous father of modern molecular 
cloning doing in ALS research? 
	 There’s hardly a moment to ask him. Tom Maniatis is too busy studying ALS stem cells for 

clues about why and how the disease happens. Dr. Maniatis, who recently moved from Harvard to 

the Columbia Medical School, where he serves as Chairman of the Department of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biophysics, is using gene expression strategies to understand the observed toxic 

effect of brain cells called astrocytes on motor neurons, the brain 

cells that die in ALS.

In the process of identifying genes that cause the disease,  
Dr. Maniatis and collaborators will identify genes that are 
potential targets for therapy. 

Dr. Tom Maniatis, Ph.D.
SPOTLIGHT ON:

“Project A.L.S. has made it possible to explore new
technologies in stem cell research...an important step in 

finding the cause and a cure for A.L.S.”    —Dr. maniatis 

Award Winning Photography 
Captures Toxic Relationship in ALS

Photo of patient derived astrocytes courtesy of Gist Croft and Mackenzie Weygandt, Project A.L.S.™/Jenifer Estess Lab for Stem Cell Research.


